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Report on the Training of Master Trainers for Hazard Resistant Safe 
Construction Practices 

 
Organized by: Civil Engineering Department, JUIT, Waknaghat in collaboration with the 
District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA), Shimla 
Phase 1: October 14–16, 2024 

 

The Civil Engineering Department at JUIT Waknaghat, in collaboration with DDMA Shimla, 
organized the Training of Master Trainers for Hazard Resistant Safe Construction Practices. 
This program aimed to equip Assistant Engineers (AEs) and Junior Engineers (JEs) with 
skills to build disaster-resilient structures, addressing the needs of disaster-prone regions like 
Himachal Pradesh. The first phase was conducted from October 14 to 16, 2024. 

The training sought to create master trainers capable of disseminating knowledge to 
grassroots-level workers, particularly masons and construction personnel. It focused on 
disaster risk awareness, adherence to safety codes, practical construction techniques, and 
integrating traditional materials with modern methods. 

The program commenced with an inaugural session attended by distinguished dignitaries, 
including Prof. RK Sharma, Vice-Chancellor of JUIT, who emphasized the importance of 
hazard-resistant construction and the participants' responsibility to train others. Dr. Tanmay 
Gupta, Program Coordinator, highlighted the vision of celebrating the International Day for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (IDRR) through this initiative. Prof. Ashok Gupta, Dean of 
Academics and Research, stressed the need for adherence to construction codes for safety, 
while Prof. Ashish Kumar, HOD Civil Engineering, welcomed the participants and thanked 
them for their commitment. A total of 26 AEs and JEs nominated by DDMA Shimla 
participated in the three-day event, which covered both theoretical concepts and hands-on 
training. 

Key Highlights 

The training featured expert lectures by renowned speakers, including Dr. Debdutta Ghosh 
from CBRI Roorkee, who spoke on heritage conservation, and Dr. Ajay Kumar from NIT 
Delhi, who addressed disaster risk mitigation. Prof. Naveen Kwatra from TIET Patiala shared 
insights on structural repair and retrofitting, while Prof. Ashok Kumar Gupta from JUIT 
discussed disaster risk reduction. Dr. Tanmay Gupta and Dr. Saurav from JUIT led sessions 
on earthquake-resistant construction and RCC ductile detailing, respectively, along with 
hands-on training. Practical sessions included earthquake-resistant masonry techniques, RCC 
ductile detailing for foundations, beams, and columns, and demonstrations of non-destructive 
testing methods and concrete mix design. These sessions were highly appreciated by 
participants for their practical relevance and applicability. 
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The training equipped participants with in-depth knowledge and practical skills in disaster-
resistant construction. JUIT students also benefited by assisting in hands-on sessions and 
interacting with experts. The trained engineers are expected to act as master trainers, 
spreading knowledge to masons and workers, thereby contributing to safer communities in 
disaster-prone areas. 

This transformative program was made possible by the visionary leadership of Mr. Anupam 
Kashyap, Deputy Commissioner-cum-Chairman, DDMA Shimla. His dedication to disaster 
preparedness was instrumental in ensuring the program's success. 

Phase 1 of the training was a resounding success, empowering participants with valuable 
skills and laying the foundation for safer construction practices in Himachal Pradesh. The 
Civil Engineering Department at JUIT remains committed to fostering resilient construction 
and disaster risk reduction. 
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